
Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  Children’s Gazette  ❖  2011 - 2012  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

Requested in home

12/30/11

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

December 29, 2011Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Children’s
Gazette 2011

Children’s
Gazette 2011

Acrylic painting,
inspired by the

sense of smell, by
Eddie, Bryant

Alternative
High School.



2  ❖  Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  Children’s Gazette  ❖  2011 - 2012 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com



Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  Children’s Gazette  ❖  2011 - 2012  ❖  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s Gazette 2011

Maggie Meares, Grade 2,
Waynewood Elementary.

Jeweliette Harris, age 10, Grade 5,
Hollin Meadows Elementary
School: “Out There” Flower.

“Pacifier,” dry point etching and chin collé, by Leslie, Bryant Alternative
High School.

Ava Alonso, Grade 6, Waynewood Elementary.

Welcome
Dear Readers:

This week, the Gazette turns over its
pages to the youth and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2012 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Gazette.
Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Ga-
zette welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9415 with any questions.

— Editor Steven Mauren

Ethan M., Kindergarten, Browne Academy.
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Mt.Vernon/Alexandria
703-765-0142
mlabruno2000@yahoo.com
Old Town/Alexandria
703-786-6583
jazrmom1@aol.com
To learn more, visit:
jazzercise.com/supersale
jazzercise.com • (800) FIT-IS-IT

DAYS ONLY!
JANUARY 7–93

Start for $0
plus get 5 friend passes

Offer valid with 12-month registration.
Other restrictions apply.

Cheryl Burke
2-time Champion

Dancing with
the Stars

We are pleased to announce the
addition of Kathleen McCadden,
D.V.M., C.V.A., to our practice. She
is a certified veterinary acupunc-
turist and has the skill to improve
the life of your four legged friends.
Call us to inquire about our initial
acupuncture program. It could be a
special gift for ones special friend.

703-660-0044
7930 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, VA 22308

www.hollinhallanimalhospital.com
Find us on Facebook

CARDIOLOGY

DERMATOLOGY

EMERGENCY/
CRITICAL CARE

INTERNAL MEDICINE

NEUROLOGY

ONCOLOGY

RADIATION
ONCOLOGY

RADIOLOGY

REHABILITATIVE
THERAPY

SURGERY

RADIOCAT
Centers for The
Treatment of Feline
Hyperthyroidism

Dream or Aspiration Project, oil pastel
drawing by Momin, Bryant Alternative
High School.

Santa: Stephanie Levy, age 6, Grade 1,
Stratford Landing Elementary School,

Gallery

Adam Neulight, age 10, 5, Hollin Meadows
Elementary School: This is my dog climb-
ing out of my oversized beanbag chair.

Maria Afifa, Grade 5, Hollin Meadows
Elementary School

Six Crows
This torn-paper
mural was made by
the First-Grade
Goats at Burgundy
Farm Country Day
School after reading
Six Crows by Leo
Lionni.  This tale of
conflict with a
peaceful solution
was part of our unit
on Peace and Con-
flict Resolution.
The children ac-
cepted the chal-
lenge of using paper
that was torn.  No
scissors or markers
could be used. The students who worked on this mural are:  Aiden Weaver-Musgrove,
Ashlynn Prisby, Chloe Dougherty, Dion Harris, Emi Summey, Estee Marcus, Harry White,
Jordan Stewart-Mitchell, Kate Cantu, Madison Rawls, Olive Regan and Sarah King.
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Tempus Fugit

Time Traveler, Max McCullough, Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary.

Time Warp, Ian McLellan Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary.

Time Will Tell, Ava Arthur, Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary.

Time On My Hands, Kenan Aden, Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary.

Nathan Edgarton, Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary.

As Time Goes, Tess Moore, Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary.
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eye2eye optometry corner
Dr. Dora Adamopoulos

www.myeye2eye.com
1502 Mt. Vernon Ave

703-548-0122

Eyeglass
 Special

Eye exams available
Most insurances accepted

$75 off 1st pair
of complete
eyeglasses

$150 off 2nd pair

Use your Flex Spending dollars before they expire.

*see associate for details

Eyeglasses for Kids, Tweens & Teens

~ Rec Specs Sports Goggles ~
in a variety of colors & styles

Alexandria School for
the Perfoming Arts

Classes in guitar, piano, brass, voice,
dance, percussion & drama

DOING THE
MOST GOOD SM

703-836-2427
Registration now open. Less than $7/Class

Classes begin January 11th

Words &

Pictures

My Favorite Toy
By Kelly Thompson

O’Meara

Age 14

A child’s favorite toy is not some-
thing that is just decided, or hap-
pened upon. It is the child that
forms the conclusion, after loving,
playing and enjoying the toy more
than any of the other toys the child
may have. A favorite toy stands out
from the rest. It is a toy that will
always be remembered and played
with, no matter how old the owner
is. Personally, my favorite toys were
12-inch, World War II, G.I. Joe ac-
tion figures. I received my first G.I.
Joes for Christmas one year. They
came with a scale sized, “Willie’s”
Jeep, that could fit three, 12-inch
action figures, with room for a
machine gun turret on top, mov-
ing, all-terrain, wheels, and two
genuine G.I. Joes; an Intelligence
Officer, and a Lieutenant. I was
hooked instantly. The two figures
looked like actors Gene Kelly, from
the old black-and-white movie
“Singing in the Rain,” a favorite of
mine at the time, and John Wayne,
an American patriot. The similari-
ties were amazing. Because of this,
that is what I called them. The next
Christmas, I received a miniature
playset, with bomb-shelled walls,
and a machine gun nest. This com-
bined with my jeep, transformed
my living room into allied England,
the French countryside, and the
Normandy Beaches on D-Day. I
would also recreate scenes from
another favorite movie of mine,
“Kelly’s Heroes,” mainly because it
was a World War II movie in which

the main character sharing my
name, was played by tough,
smooth talking, Clint Eastwood.

Sometimes I would trudge
around my house, pulling my jeep
behind me, with Gene Kelly, and
John Wayne ridding inside, pre-
pared to go into battle. I have many
fond memories with those action
figures. But while I was enjoying
my G.I. Joes, I had other hobbies
also. One of my other passions was
soccer. I had recently joined a team
called, “The Gray Wolves,” and on
that team was a boy named James.
I became friends with James, and
found that he loved G.I. Joes just
as much as I did. I also found out
that his family had to relocate from
New Orleans to Virginia, after Hur-
ricane Katrina flooded and de-
stroyed their house. They were
staying here with relatives, tempo-
rarily, while their house was being
rebuilt.

Very soon, I realized I was in a
difficult position. I knew that I had
lots of toys, while he had little, due
to the destruction of his house.
Eventually, the question came from
my mom: “Kelly, why don’t you give
some of your G.I. Joe toys to
James?” she said, “His whole home
was destroyed. I really think it
would help him feel better.” We had
many discussions about what I
should do. In my heart, I felt like it
was the right thing to do, and I
wanted to help a friend. On the
other, more selfish side, I loved my
G.I. Joes, and hated the thought of
giving my precious collection away,
even if it was for a good cause. I
tried to avoid the conversation, up
until our teams’ final game and soc-

cer party at the home where James
was temporarily staying.

Just as we were getting ready to
leave for the party, I decided to
make the right decision. I packed
up several of my beloved G.I. Joes,
and left for the party. When we got
there, I showed him my G.I. Joes,
along with a scale helicopter that I
had added to my collection. He
loved them. While I missed my fa-
vored friends, I was glad he en-
joyed them just as much as I did.
The joy on his face just confirmed
that I had made the right choice in
giving them to him.

I kept Gene Kelly, John Wayne,
and the jeep, however. They re-
main my favorite toys to this day.
They remind me of simpler, and
happier times, when I was just a
child with some action figures, and
an imagination. I still look at them
and even occasionally wheel them
around my house, just for old
time’s sake. They bring back
memories of the happy childhood
I had, and I wouldn’t trade those
three toys in for all the money in
the world. As for James, he suc-
cessfully moved back to New Or-
leans, into his new home, and I
haven’t heard from him since, but
I’m sure he appreciated the toys at
the time. What I had learned that
day was kindness and selflessness,
along with realizing the love I had
for my precious toys, my G.I. Joes.
I had had so many memories with
them, and although I had given
some of them away, I will always
keep Gene Kelly, John Wayne and
my jeep, as an everlasting re-
minder of the fun times I had.

Ceramic House, by Nazia.  Bryant Alter-
native High School

From cardboard to clay, an introduction
to slab construction by Juan, Bryant
Alternative High School.

From cardboard to clay, an introduction
to slab construction by Yuri, Bryant
Alternative High School
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See Monster,  Page 14

Words & Pictures

“Lightning Bolts”
By Kye S.
Browne Academy, 5th Grade
One day in the marvelous,

white, and beautiful Olympus,
Zeus sent Hermes the messenger
god to go destroy the dreadful,
ugly Medusa, who was one of the
three sisters known as “The
Gorgons.” Zeus wanted Medusa
destroyed because she fought with
the Gods and turned people into
stone. Hermes didn’t come back
because Medusa had turned him
to stone in her lair. Zeus was so
furious about Hermes not return-
ing, lightning shot out of Zeus’s
finger tips. He was that mad! Zeus,
impatient and full of rage, soon
made lightning shoot around ev-
ery place in the world. All the
other Gods where trying to make
him less angry but it didn’t work,
instead he just got even angrier.
While all this was happening, all
the towns and forests were catch-
ing on fire.

It was a disaster. Zeus couldn’t
control himself. Then Hera, the
goddess of love and marriage said,
“If Zeus doesn’t calm down, we’ll
all be in danger.” Apollo, the God
of the sun and music, had just
come in fear and said, “I can’t
watch these people suffer! I will
go beg Medusa to unfreeze
Hermes from stone.” He was off.
It took him days to find Medusa’s
lair. When he finally did, he could
hear her snakes hissing so he knew
he was close to her. Medusa called
out, “Who dares to come here?”
Apollo cried back, “I Apollo dare
to come here!” Apollo just got to
the point and said, “I have come
for Hermes!” Medusa knew what
he was talking about but she just
messed around with him and said,
“Why do you need Hermes?”
Apollo answered, “Zeus is very
angry and if he doesn’t find
Hermes, all of Mt. Olympus could
burn down!” Meanwhile, the city
was just getting worse because
Zeus wouldn’t stop firing lightning
bolts everywhere. After all the
bickering between Apollo and
Medusa, she finally unfroze
Hermes and Apollo and Hermes
went home safe and sound after
that day. Once they finally got
back, Apollo was rewarded with a
feast in his honor.

Zeus apologized for all the dam-
age he caused and he and every-
one else made the world a livable
place again. Once they were done
Zeus said, “Try not to make me
mad if you don’t want a repeat of
this!” and everyone smiled and
nodded and said, “Oh, yes,” and
went on with their lives.

Now and then, Zeus will remem-
ber this event and start to get a
little angry. That is why we still see
lightning!

Will C., Grade 1, Browne Academy Joe S., Grade 2, Browne Academy

Matthew W. Grade 2, Browne Academy Jaime W., Grade 3, Browne Academy

Rachel D., Grade 3, Browne Academy Rodney R., Grade 3, Browne Academy

A Monster
Of Clouds

By Sanjay R.
Browne Academy, 5th Grade
High on Mt. Olympus, Hermes,

messenger of the gods, came with
a huge delivery box. He flew to

Zeus’s chair but he wasn’t there.
By asking other gods and god-
desses, he found out that Zeus was
looking for him. He called to Zeus.
Zeus followed the trail of Hermes’s
voice. Eventually, they found each
other. Apparently, Zeus had some-
how found out Hermes had mail
for him and he was supposed to

get it the day this was happening.
Hermes was going to give it to
him, but Zeus couldn’t wait any
longer for his mail. The mail had
two parts. One was a wonderful
view of a lovely meadow attached
to a forest on earth. The meadow
had perfect kelly-green grass with-
out a single blade yellow or brown.

The forest had trees with energetic
light-green leaves and woody
brown trunks. The second part of
the delivery was … magic! Zeus
was stunned. How could anyone
get real magic in their hands but
him? Zeus casted a spell. Tall,
beautiful flowers sprouted out of
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  On his 3rd tour in Iraq in 2008, Spc. Josh Schictl was
driving a Humvee which was hit by two IED’s. He suffered
life-threatening injuries to his face and head.  Despite the
quick work of medics, Spc. Schictl lost his right  eye and
nine teeth. Nearly all of the bones in his face were broken
but were stabilized before transport to Walter Reed Medical
Center. He also suffered a TBI.

  Wounded warriors and their families struggle for years
to recover physically, emotionally and financially from
the sacrifices they make in wartime. Operation Homefront
seeks to walk with them on their journey and ease the
hardships they face. The DC Metro Chapter assisted
Josh and Emily with transitional housing, household
furnishings, holiday gifts and grocery gift cards during
these difficult times.

  There are many ways you can work with the DC Metro
Chapter to assist local military families like Josh and Emily.

  People  ask us everyday how they can show their apprecia-
tion and gratitude for the sacrifices made by military families.
One way you can do this is to let the DC Metro Chapter fill the
gap for military families as they adjust to the ‘new normal’
after being deployed or wounded in combat. Send your tax
deductible donation before Dec. 31st to help us meet next
year’s needs.

Send your donations to:
Operation Homefront DC Metro

PO Box 650220
Sterling, VA 20165
703-421-9033
301-722-2440

or visit us online to donate at
www.operationhomefront.net/dcmetro

or tag your donations with
the catchphrase “support our troops”

Children’s Gazette

My name is Stanhope Fairbanks.
I am 9 years old, in the fourth
grade. I love helping people.

This year I decided to help
Childhelp. It is an organization for
the prevention and treatment of
child abuse.

Its community center provides
coats and jackets to families in

Stanhope Fairbanks

Helping Childhelp
need. I worked hard this past year
and collected 1,078 coats and jack-
ets. It will help keep children
warm so I feel real good about
that.

Stanhope Fairbanks, age 9,
4th grade, Belleview Elementary
School

‘A Dog’s Christmas’
It’s a photo of my dog wandering about our tree.

— Halley Roy, Hollin Meadows Elementary, 5th Grade

“Ethiopia,” ceramic tile project by Frezer,  Bryant Alterna-
tive High School
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Gallery

Farrin McMaster, age 10Patricia Ahyi
Leonel Hernandez, age 11

Hollin Meadows ES
Mrs Fineran’s 5th grade students

Ashutosh Khanal, age 10

Vanessa Arroyo, age 10
Bridget Kennedy

Ashley Douglas, age 10

Vanessa Board, age 10

Roy Cervantes Castro,
age 10

“I drew a picture of a family and TV saying, ‘It’s finally
Christmas’ and the family is unwrapping presents around
the Christmas tree and a window that shows the
snowman they had built.” Karma Cook, age 10, Grade 5,
Hollin Meadows Elementary School

Martin Enyinnaya, age 10

Cynthia Contreras, age 10
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The Best in Family Dining

An Alexandria community fixture for more than
100 years, the Royal Restaurant offers the best
in Greek, Italian and American cuisine. Enjoy
burgers, steaks, prime rib, chicken, seafood,
pasta and full salad bar complete with special
children’s menu items.

Food
fit for a king

on a family budget

734 North Saint Asaph Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314
703-548-1616 • www.theroyalrestaurant.com

Award-winning wine menu • Major credit cards accepted

Words & Pictures

Dayan T., Grade 6, Browne Academy

Kate S.,
Grade 6,
Browne
Academy

Kye S., Grade 5, Browne
Academy

Alex V., Grade 5, Browne
Academy

‘The Light Bulb’
By Llew D.
Browne Academy, 5th Grade
The way we got light bulbs was by the leftover lightning

from Zeus’ thunderbolt. In a town called Kopals, one person
named Jesse found the entrance to Olympus, the home of
the gods. The gods were infuriated by Jesse finding a way
there so Zeus turned him into an eagle. Jesse became one
of Zeus’s sacred animals. He became his servant. One night
while the gods were sleeping Jesse stole some lightning for
the people on the ground because they could not see at
night. Since Jesse was an eagle, it was easy for him to steal
the lightning and fly from Olympus down to the people. The
people used the lightning to create light bulbs. They used
the light bulbs for their lamps and chandeliers. That helped
them see at night. When the gods woke up they found out
what had happened. They gave him a punishment of being
struck by lightning every day and it wounded Jesse very
badly. But at night his wounds would heal. Soon Zeus for-
gave him and he removed his punishment and turned him
back into a human.

But Jesse’s adventure was far from over. He kept stealing
lightning for the people because their light bulbs ran out of
power. So every time their power ran out, he stole even more
lightning. When Zeus heard this news he was so angry, he
caused Olympus to have an earthquake! “This is the last
chance I will give him to stop,” said Zeus. “If he doesn’t stop,
I will turn him into something that when Jesse comes to steal
the lightning, we can notice him.” So the next night when
Jesse came to steal even more lightning, Zeus said some
magical words “Abrakazam, turn Jesse into a rattlesnake!”

When Jesse was transforming into a rattlesnake he was
in so much pain that he cried out in agony. Aphrodite heard
him and felt sorry for Jesse. She decided to help him by per-
suading Zeus to let the people on the ground have some
lightning so they could see at night. The only reason she felt
sorry for him and decided to help him was because Jesse was
a nice person and Aphrodite, the goddess of love, liked him.
Her plan was a success and Zeus let the people on the ground
have some leftover lightning so they could see at night.

So, when a light bulb has burned out and you shake it you
hear a rattling noise that sounds like Jesse’s tail and it re-
minds Zeus that you need more electricity. That is how we
have light bulbs.

For a free
digital
subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.Con
nectionNews
papers.com
and click
on:

Complete
digital replica
of the print
edition,
including
photos and
ads, delivered
weekly to
your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail: going
green@con
nectionnews
papers.com

Free Digital
Subscriptions
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES—AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL ZION

ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES—ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR…703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND…703-683-3343

CHRIST THE KING ANGLICAN CHURCH…703-535-6815

CHURCHES—APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES—BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

COMMONWEALTH BAPTIST CHURCH…703-548-8000
CONVERGENCE CREATIVE

COMMUNITY OF FAITH... 703-998-6260
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST

COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 11)

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion
Service) 9:00 am (followed by Rosary)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)

Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location – Washington Mill E.S.
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service – 10 a.m.
Inter-generational Sunday School – after service

Mass Schedule

Worship At Bethany Lutheran Church this Christmas Season

More info (703) 765-8255 or www.bethany-lcms.org

2501 Beacon Hill Road, Alexandria, Virginia 22306
New Year’s Eve

Watch Night Service
9:00pm -- 1:00am

New Years Day
Single Service Sunday, 10:00 a.m.

(No Sunday School)

Sunday, January 8, 2012 3:00pm
Service of Ordination

and Installation of
Joseph B. Davis

As Our Special Mission Pastor

Please join us

Services
8:30 am Worship Service

9:45 am Sunday School for
children, Bible classes
for youth and adults

11:00 am Worship Service
12:00 noon African-style Worship

5614 Old Mill Road, Mt. Vernon, Virginia
Just outside Ft. Belvoir’s Walker Gate

Bearing true faith and allegiance - Blessings to all who serve

Office: 703-780-3081 • www.StJamesMV.org

8 AM - Holy Eucharist - no music
All Education programs – 9:00 AM
10:15 AM - Holy Eucharist - music
New Year’s Day Service: 8:00 AM

St. James’
Episcopal Church

Words & Pictures

From Page 8

Monster
the ground. Zeus casted another
spell, or at least tried to because
what actually occurred was a howl
of the wind. Slowly, a mass of
clouds covered the sky. The wind
was twisting and turning like it
was anticipating a hurricane.
Then, unexpectedly, the clouds got
engaged in the movement of the
wind. The wind sucked the clouds
down … down … even more down
… until they hit the ground. As the
wind got faster, a monster was
born.

This monster, named Tornado,
was a twisting, fast, cruel, destruc-
tive, violet killer that would fly
across the ground and would de-
stroy everything in his path. Tear-
ing and crushing, and killing grass
on the meadow, he neared the for-
est. When he reached there, noth-
ing changed. Tornado tore trees
from their roots and sent them
zooming through the sky like fly-
ing toothpicks.

On and on Tornado went, crush-
ing and ripping. Finally, Zeus got
so fed up that he chained Tornado.
He was so destructive and mean
that he decided to oppose Zeus,
the king of the gods and using his

d e s t r u c t i v e
powers, break
free. Zeus then
captured Tor-
nado in an in-
vincible cage
and there Tor-
nado remained.
The second this
was complete,
Zeus ran to
Hermes and
said, “This
‘magic’ thing
you gave me
isn’t magic at
all! IT IS EVIL!
IT CREATED A
MONSTER! As-
suming you are
messenger of
the gods, some-
one gave this to
you.

Tell me who it is right now!”
Hermes was frightened. He had
never seen Zeus this angry before.
“Who gave this to you” Zeus de-
manded threateningly. “Ummmm
…,” Hermes said. “TELL ME NOW!
OR ELSE …,” Zeus bellowed
loudly. “Poseidon, Hades, and
Apollo,” Hermes said quietly.

He didn’t want to get anyone in
trouble. “Okay.

Thank you for telling me the in-

There’s Something
In the Tree House

By Maxwell Albrecht
Grade 5, Hollin Meadows Elementary

School

There’s something in the tree house,
It’s really big and hairy and it’s giving

me a scare!

There’s something in the tree house,
It has eyes as large as doorknobs and

claws as long as pencils!
Its mouth is big enough to fit a whole

bicycle!

I’m going up the ladder, armed with
a baseball bat.

Hoping when I reach the top, the
creature will not attack!

I’m opening the hatch slowly,
Now I see the mysterious creature

and … IT’S ONLY YOU Fluffy!
(Fluffy is the author’s hamster)

Fear
By Tate M.
Browne Academy, 8th Grade

I will tell you a story,
About truths and lies,
 About honor and glory,
About fear’s disguise.
It will create fake notions,
Make us excessively fret,
The shadows in motion,
The monsters make us sweat.
Though it now seem like a curse,
Make us stop at every single test,
It must be overcome before it gets worse
Or else you shall be forever depressed.
Fear is in your mind,
All mental, it’s true.
Imagination and myths combined,
Can you stop what’s stopping you?

Friendship Is…
By Will G.
Browne Academy, 8th Grade

A cave in the night
When shelter is needed,
The logs in a fire
When all is frozen,
The water in a hose
When fire is burning,
The meal on a plate
When hunger consumes you,
The harness on a rock wall
When you repel down,
The helmet in a bike ride
When your head is at stake,
The extra gasoline
When you’re almost to the store,
The exit to a maze,
And the light at the end of the tunnel;
Friendship is the missing piece
To life’s puzzle.

Manners
By Tate M.
Browne Academy, 8th Grade

Getting what you want is not an easy
task,

To receive, first you must ask.
Asking can be difficult, with a pride

too large,
If you phrase the question nicely,

though, you will be in charge.
“Please,” is the key to all success;
“Thank you,” will take care of all the

rest.
So use your manners, day in and day

out;
You will get your desire, with no need

to shout.
Remember these tips; they will be

useful one day!
So review, what words should we al-

ways say?

Poetry

Sam S., Grade 6, Browne Academy

formation I seek. I’ll get Demeter
to fix my meadow and forest while
I go to punish … who is it … right,
Poseidon, Hades, and Apollo.”

In the future, Zeus would some-
times get into rages as he has done
in the past. When he does, he will
lift the invincible cage that holds
Tornado a tiny crack to see if Tor-
nado won’t destroy him or other
gods and goddesses. When all
checks are complete, he would

release Tornado to the earth to
start crushing whoever got into his
path. When Zeus recovered, he
would capture Tornado. Some-
times Tornado would have chil-
dren so there will be many mon-
sters of the same kind on the
ground. Zeus still has Tornado
through the same process. Release,
capture; release, capture. Some
good advice would be: if you see
Tornado, RUN FOR YOUR LIFE!
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‘Celeste’s Christmas’
By Liliana Gamiz
Age 6, 1st grade, homeschooler

Under the sea, Celeste, who was a mer-
maid, was making Christmas decorations
and ornaments. Her friend Bert was a pen-
guin. He was helping her so they could get
it done quickly before their dinner started.
Celeste’s mama and Bert’s mama were mak-
ing dinner and dessert.

Celeste asked Bert if he had any sugges-
tions of who to invite to dinner besides him.

Bert said: “Gingy just moved in across the
street. Do you want to meet him?”

“Yes!” said Celeste.
Gingy came to the holiday dinner inside

Celeste’s house. After their dinner, they
opened presents. Gingy opened a little gin-
gerbread doll. Bert opened a nice bowtie
and Celeste opened the beautifulest Christ-
mas shell with red and green on it.

After Gingy left to go to bed, Celeste and
Bert played checkers. After they played
checkers, they went and read books in their
beds and told stories. Then they went to
sleep.

After they went to sleep, their mothers
were talking and after their mothers went
to bed, Santa Claus came at midnight.
When Bert and Celeste woke up in the
morning, Santa Claus had brought a gift for
each of them.

Celeste had a beautiful necklace made
out of tiny Christmas shells – the same ones
that she found in her present. Bert found a
nice tuxedo with stars of red and it was all
green. And for Gingy there was a cookie
that was nice and it looked just like Gingy
and it was sweet and yummy.

It was Christmas time. They sang Christ-
mas carols after they opened their presents.

The End
“Celeste’s Christmas” by Liliana Gamiz, 1st grade,
homeschooler
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Two Convenient Alexandria Locations
Open 7 days a week

Bradlee Belle View
3690J King Street 1600A Belle View Blvd.

703.820.8600 571.384.6880
www.unwinedva.com

Put Us to
The Test
❦ Selection
❦ Service
❦ Price

HOLIDAY HOURS
•9 am–6 pm: New Year’s Eve

•Closed New Year’s Day

Thomas Bruno, 9 years old, Grade 4,
Waynewood Elementary,

Wind: Marilyn Bruno, 3 years old, Thomas
Aquinas Montessori School

Handcrafted

Aliyah Stone, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills Elementary,
coil pot

Kelly Martinez-Romero, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills
Elementary, coil pot

Bernice Bendsen, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills
Elementary, coil pot

Imani Campbell, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills Elementary,
coil pot

Ben Fenuku, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills Elementary,
coil pot

Kelvin Cruz Cortez, 4th
grade, Woodley Hills
Elementary, coil pot

Owen Chong, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills Elementary,
coil pot

Jack Noce, 4th grade,
Woodley Hills Elementary,
coil pot

Monica Hernandez Arevalo,
4th grade, Woodley Hills
Elementary, coil pot

Alaina Lyberger, Kindergar-
ten, Woodley Hills
Elementary, pinch pot

Shanyce Lawrence, Kinder-
garten, Woodley Hills
Elementary, pinch pot

Andrew Downham, Kinder-
garten, Woodley Hills
Elementary, pinch pot

Karla Morales Melgar,
Kindergarten, Woodley
Hills Elementary, pinch pot

Jefferson Climaco-Montano,
Kindergarten, Woodley Hills
Elementary, pinch pot

Mark Romo-Rocha, Kinder-
garten, Woodley Hills
Elementary, pinch pot

Gallery
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Gallery

Finn O’Donnell, Grade 1, Waynewood Elemen-
tary Jack Dillaplain, Grade 6, Waynewood Elemen-

tary

Abbey Beatty, Grade1, Waynewood Elementary
Caroline Christensen, Kindergarten,
Waynewood Elementary

Elliott Ortel, Grade 5, Waynewood Elementary

Charlotte Heimbach, Grade 1, Waynewood
Elementary
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION/REDEVELOPMENT
On December 6, 2011, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors (BOS) held a
public hearing regarding an ordinance to establish exclusive water service
areas and maximum allowable rates, fees, and charges within Fairfax County
for water service. At the same meeting, the BOS enacted the ordinance as
Section 65-6-13 of the Code of Fairfax County. Section (a) of the ordinance
provides that effective 12:01 a.m. December 7, 2011, Fairfax Water will be the
provider of retail public water service within Fairfax County, Virginia, for any
new construction or redevelopment of any dwelling unit and any residential or
non-residential structure, unless Fairfax Water determines it cannot make
water service available due to a utility-related reason.

The ordinance requires that any determination by Fairfax Water that it
cannot make service available be made in accordance with policies, rules,
or regulations established by Fairfax Water for the purpose of establishing
when a utility-related reason exists that prevents it from supplying water.
The ordinance further requires that the policies, rules, or regulations be
adopted by Fairfax Water after notice and a public hearing.

At 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, January 12, 2012, Fairfax Water will conduct
a public hearing on its proposed CONNECTION RULE FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION/ REDEVELOPMENT. The hearing will be held in Fairfax
Water’s offices at 8570 Executive Park Avenue, Fairfax, VA.

A copy of the proposed rule can be viewed on our Web site at
http://www.fairfaxwater.org. Those wishing to speak at this hearing or
desiring a copy of the proposed rule should call Ms. Eva Catlin at
703-289-6017. Interested parties may submit written comments to
PublicHearingComments@fairfaxwater.org or mail written comments to:

Fairfax Water
Public Hearing Comments
8570 Executive Park Avenue
Fairfax, VA 22031

All written comments must be received by close of business on Wednesday,
January 11, 2012 to be included in the record of the public hearing.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Art & Framing by Valentino
Custom Framing & Fine Art

Rose Valentino, Owner
roseval@gmail.com

Mount Vernon Antique Center
www.mtvantiques.com

8101 Richmond Highway
Alexandria, VA 22309
(703-505-9334

(By appointment)
www.art-and-framing.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE
Edward E. Gahres, MD is closing his 
medical practice at 5021 Seminary 
Rd, Ste 109, Alexandria, VA, on De-
cember 31, 2011. Patients interested 
in requesting copies of their medical 
records should call (703) 931-7515 

between 10 am and 4 pm, 
Mon., Tues. and Thurs.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Tutoring Available in the 
Northern Virginia Area

Dean's List College Graduate with Years 
of Experience.

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and Grades Considered

Math, Spanish, English
$35/hour

Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

102 Instruction 102 Instruction

WHY MOVE?

Get assisted living in your own home.
Employees Drug Screened, Background 

checked and RN Supervised. 
American owned & operated since 2001. 

Free in-home assessment 

call 703-591-7117.

110 Elderly Care 110 Elderly Care

12 Commercial Lease

Office Space for Lease in 
Oakton. Approx. 800sf Avail 
Immediately. 703-820-2500

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Angel F. Rodriguez Jr, Sole 
Proprietor, DBA Angel’s Vine-
yard Wine Shop, 103 N. West 
St, 2nd Floor, Alexandria, VA 
22308. The above establish-
ment is applying to the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control for an Internet 
Wine Retailer’s License where 
in consideration of payment, 
internet or telephone orders 
are taken and shipped directly 
to the consumers and which 
establishment is not a retail 
store open to the public. Angel 
F. Rodriguez Jr, owner.
NOTE: Objections to the issu-
ance of this license must be 
submitted to the Board no later 
than 30 days from the date of 
the first two required newspa-
per publications. Objections 
should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-
552-3200.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

34 Pets

Kittens/Cats all vetted 
adorable adoption fee 1-703-
608-2605 Save us Please! 

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

EmploymentEmployment

P/T  Administrative Assis’t
Minimum Qualifications: 
Christian with good public relation skills, 
pleasant telephone manners, computer skills,  
3 years office experience, HS diploma,  flex-
ibility  in  schedule,  and   able  to multitask. 
Hours:
20 hours/week,  Tues - Fri,   5 hours/day.  
Faith Evangelical Presbyterian Church, 5725 
Castlewellan Drive, Kingstowne, VA 22315. 
To Apply:  

fax  resume:   703-971-3803,  or email: 
faithbusinessmgr@verizon.net

Registered Nurses
Be a part of an exciting opportunity as a 
Registered Nurse to use your talents and 
skills to provide nurse case management 
for persons with intellectual/develop-
mental disabilities. As a member of an 
interdisciplinary team, you will work 
collaboratively to design health care 
plans across the continuum for services 
appropriate to health needs.

The Northern Virginia Training Center, 
9901 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA 22032-

1941. Phone: (703) 3232-4012 
www.nvtc.dbhds.virginia.gov

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

703-823-5156

COMMERCIAL SNOW
REMOVAL SERVICES

SNOW REMOVAL SNOW REMOVAL

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Mixed Seasoned Hardwood

$130    half cord
$220    full cord

Call Joe at
301-856-4436

301-602-9528 Cell

GUTTER

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing &

Siding
(All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired

No job too small

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Gallery

Grant Hartzell, Grade 1,
Waynewood Elementary

Ava Wandler, Grade 2,
Waynewood Elementary

Grace Johnson-Hughes, Grade 3, Waynewood Elementary

Casey Maddox, Grade 3, Waynewood Elementary

Anna Beeby, Grade 2,
Waynewood Elementary

Luke Schroeder, Grade 2,
Waynewood Elementary
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